
C-MREA Meeting 

March 9, 2017 

 

At 11:41 President Connie Kone called the meeting to order.  Lori Walth did the Pledge and Kay Cook did the 

Inspiration.  Brad Jones from AMBA was to speak but was absent because of illness.  President Connie thanked Liz 

Bouis for the Newsletters and Programs.   She thanked Nancy Smith and the Garrett Gang for the table 

decorations.  Then she gave us 4 minutes to decorate MUST bags with items provided on the tables. Connie 

welcomed guests and new members.  She asked everyone who hadn’t joined to join both C-MREA and GREA.  She 

recognized the March birthdays before lunch. 

Guest speaker Nancy Parkin-Bashizi circulated Joe’s Brag Jar.  Everyone was asked to continue donating to Ferst in 

hopes of collecting $1,000.  We actually collected $1,117. 

Linda McPherson introduced the Head Table – Toni Shoemaker -  a retiree from Garrett Middle School who is a 

client at Vision Rehabilitation Services, Elaine Davis -  a retiree from Russell Elementary whose mother was the 

founder of VRS and Nancy Parkin-Bashizi -  the Program Director and Lead Teacher at VRS.  Nancy described the 

services provided by VRS by telling the story of Dana a teacher in Floyd County who lost her hearing and vision.  

Elaine Davis shared her mother’s (Sarah Smith) story.  Her Mom’s motto was “I learned to see another way.” 

During the Business Meeting, the February Minutes were approved.  Beverly Shumake gave the Treasurer’s Report 

General Fund    $2,076.53 

Money Market   $25,928.31 

Wright Fund   $32,050.48 

McClure Fund   $167,621.60 

We need 17 more GREA members before April 15.  Lester Dean did a Legislative Update.  The Legislature did not 

affect retired teachers.  House Bill 338 does address Failing Schools.  Another House bill has increased money to 

private schools.  He also mentioned his long-standing membership in the Lions Club which is also active in assisting 

people who have low vision.  He encouraged us to vote on March 21st.  This is a Special Option Sales Tax for 

Education.  Bill Johnson briefly defined the different types of taxes. 

In Committee Reports we were told that we decorated 143 bags today.  The table with the most decorated bags 

was given prizes.  We still need about 1,500 decorated bags.  Bettie Brister was recognized for her outstanding 

Hours for Others.  In Announcements we were encouraged to keep Dr. Frank Croker, Billie Keenum, Mimi Williams 

and Lynn Waller in our thoughts.  Nell Purvis had sent cards and/or visited some of them and would contact the 

others soon. 

The Slate of Officers for 2017 – 2018 were elected.  They are:  Kitty Smith -  President, Patty Wheeler -  President 

Elect, Linda McPherson – Secretary, and Beverly Shumake – Treasurer.  These officers will be installed on April 13th.  

We will also have a Memorial Service then and wrap up the year. 

Answers were given for the Daylight Savings Quiz and prizes were awarded.  Shamrock Scarves were also 

distributed as Door Prizes.    The meeting was adjourned at 1:40 PM. 

 


